
REFERRAL LICENSE  
CATEGORY CHANGE FAQs

What updates have been made to the referral license category?

The referral agent category was replaced as part of  a law to bring New Jersey in line with federal unemployment 
law.  The law was signed in August of  2018 and will be enforced by the current license renewal cycle ending 
June 30, 2019.

What happens to those who were previously licensed as referral agents who wish to only do
referrals?

Under the law signed in 2018, those who previously held a referral agent license will be known as a salesperson 
licensed with a real estate referral company, or Salesperson (Referral) and must have their licenses hang with a 
referral company. 

What are the brokerage activities of  a Salesperson (Referral)?

No changes were made to the restrictions placed on those who held a referral agent license.  These agents are 
limited to referring prospective consumers of  real estate brokerage services to their employing broker or 
broker-of-record.  Click here for more detailed information on the restrictions on the brokerage activity of  
salespersons licensed with a referral company — https://www.nj.gov/dobi/division_rec/licensing/referral-
agent_restrictions.pdf.

Will salespersons licensed with a referral company be required to complete continuing educa-
tion as a condition of  relicensure?

No.  As long as their license is held with a referral company, they will not be required to complete continuing 
education in order to relicense.

What happens to salespersons whose licenses were previously held in a real estate referral 
company that wish to fully engage as a salesperson in the real estate business?

Real estate salespersons who wish to be full service agents must hang their license with a full-service brokerage 
company. They will no longer be allowed to hang their license with a real estate referral company; those who do 
will have their real estate activities limited to solely referring real estate business to their supervising brokers.

Under the new law, can a real estate office have both full service salespersons and those wishing 
to just do referrals in the same company?

No.  The law no longer allows both full service salespersons and those strictly doing referrals from having their 
licenses hang in the same company.

Does a real estate office holding the licenses of  salespersons strictly doing referrals need to have 
the word referral in the name of  the company?

No.  Offices holding the licenses of  salespersons with a real estate referral company are not required to have the 
word referral in the name of  the company. 



If  I am a Salesperson (Referral) and I wish to become a full service agent, am I required to com-
plete continuing education before I may change my license status?

Yes.  The Real Estate Commission has a chart on their website which details the amount of  continuing education 
you must take in order to change your license status. The chart may be found online at:  
https://www.state.nj.us/dobi/division_rec/licensing/splwrerc.pdf.

Is there a deadline for those who held referral agent licenses to decide whether they will be sales-
persons licensed with a real estate referral company or full service salespersons? 

Yes. Licensees have until the end of  the real estate license cycle, which ends on June 30, 2019, to decide whether 
they will be a Salesperson (Referral) or a full service salesperson. Those who do not complete either option may 
have their license become inactive as of  July 1, 2019. 

Is there a fee to change my license status or office if  I was a referral agent?

No.  Licensees who were affected by the recent law change will not have to pay an additional fee to either transfer 
their license to a real estate referral company or to change their license type to that of  a full service salesperson.  
Original renewal fees remain in effect.

How do I set up a referral company? (For brokers or brokers of  record.)

Contact the New Jersey Real Estate Commission for appropriate forms and instructions. 

All of  the above questions and answers have been approved by the New Jersey Real Estate Commission. If  you 
have any further questions, please contact either the New Jersey Real Estate Commission at 609-292-7272 or 
relic@dobi.nj.gov or New Jersey Realtors® at 609-341-7100 or info@njrealtor.com. 

*Information as of  4/22/19.


